
   
 

   
 

 

  

 

Quarterly  

Update from 

Karin Kirkpatick MLA  

West Vancouver- Capilano Karin Kirkpatrick 

Find me on  

Social Media  

Karin Kirkpatrick MLA - YouTube  

Karin Kirkpatrick MLA | Facebook 

Twitter Karin Kirkpatrick 

@KirkpatrickWVC 

www.karinkirpatrickmla.com 

(coming soon) 

 

 

CONTACT  

 

Cons ti tuency  

karin.kirkpatrick.MLA@leg.bc.ca 

Phone: (604) 981-0050 

 

 

Off ice  Hours  

9:30 – 5:00 Monday to Friday 

Call to make an appointment 

What’s New in Karin’s World 

I am honoured to have been elected 
provincial representative for West 
Vancouver-Capilano in the October 2020 
B.C. general election. Since being sworn in 
last November, I’ve been getting to know 
constituents, community groups and 
stakeholders by phone or video conference.  
I am pleased to announce, however, that I 
can now offer in-person meetings in my 
constituency office. Please email or phone to 
plan an appointment. While “zoom” and 
“teams” are useful methods of 
communicating, I am looking forward to face 
to face interactions! 
  

Although I’ve lived in this riding for many 
years, these past seven months have given 
me a much deeper insight into the people 
and groups that serve our community.  I 
continue to be impressed with their level of 
commitment and passion.  I will be 
highlighting some of them in this, my 
inaugural, newsletter. 
 

I am also pleased to be hearing from 
constituents daily, learning about their 
issues and concerns.  It is very much an 
education process for me, and I enjoy 
listening to, and helping my constituents 
whenever I can. 
 

 

In addition to constituency work, I’ve also 
been in the Legislature in Victoria since 
March, learning all about how the 
government operates, and my role in it.  One 
of my favourite things is delivering 2-minute 
statements in the House, where I am given 
the opportunity to highlight constituents and 
community groups my riding. 
 
The Legislature resumes at the beginning of 
October, so I am officially home for the 
summer.  During the months ahead, I will 
endeavour to meet more constituents and 
hopefully attend community events as they 
start up again. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Karin 
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West Vancouver 

Streamkeeper Society 

I’ve had the honour of meeting 

with the West Vancouver 

Streamkeeper Society and 

learning about the fantastic work 

they do to monitor and care for 

our creeks and tributaries, 

restore fish habitat, and educate 

the community on our valuable 

creek resources. 

Last year the Streamkeepers 

completed an extensive 170k 

project installing a fish ladder at 

the mouth of Nelson Creek. 

Within a week of completion, the 

chum salmon were using the 

newly built ladder, and the Creek 

was once again alive with 

salmon. 

This year the Streamkeeper’s 

new project is focused on 

creating 70m of new fish habitat. 

A portion of the creek flow in the 

flume on Lawson Creek is being 

redirected through the park to 

create a new creek path where 

salmon can spawn. A new small 

pedestrian bridge will be built 

over the creek to allow for 

observation and education 

throughout the year. In addition 

to spawning habitat, this will also  

Videos 

We’ve celebrated some 

meaningful dates over the 

past few months, including 

Chinese Language Day, and 

Earth Day.   

On Chinese Language Day, 

my daughter and I released 

a video discussing the 

importance of the Chinese 

language, and our own 

progress studying 

mandarin!   

On Earth Day, I posted a 

video discussing some of 

the wonderful gardening 

options here on the North 

Shore.  

I also featured the 

Capilano suspension bridge 

in another video 

showcasing some of the 

attractions in the riding 

and I encourage all to visit 

this incredible landmark 

within our community! 

You can watch the videos 

where we celebrate special 

days, showcase our 

community, or highlight 

my work in the Legislative 

Assembly on my youtube 

channel Karin Kirkpatrick 

MLA.   

You can also watch select 

videos by clicking the links 

below. 

Karin Kirkpatrick at the 

Capilano Suspension 

Bridge 

Earth Day Garden Tour 

with Karin Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 

provide rearing habitat for juvenile 

coho salmon as well as home to 

resident cutthroat trout. 

In May volunteers released 

100,000 chum salmon fry from the 

hatchery on Nelson Creek, and at 

the end of June released 22,000 

coho salmon fry into local creeks. 

The work of the West Vancouver 

Streamkeepers ensures that future 

generations will be able to enjoy 

healthy pacific salmon stocks. I 

look forward to supporting the 

Streamkeeper’s future 

endeavours, and encourage you to 

learn more at 
www.westvancouverstreamkeepers.ca 

Harry Jerome Oval 

In February the West Vancouver 

Place for Sport announced that 

the new running track at West 

Vancouver Secondary School will 

be named in honour of Harry 

Jerome.  This outstanding 

individual was named British 

Columbia’s male athlete of the 

20th Century, and is a recipient of 

the Order of Canada.  

Harry Jerome grew up on the 

North Shore and trained at the 

West Van Track in the 1950’s. A 

new generation of youth will be 

able to follow in his footsteps and  

 

reach new heights in their athletic 

ambitions. 

The new facility will be the first of 

its kind to be built in West 

Vancouver, and we are excited to 

see the development of a space 

where the community can come 

together.  

For more information or to 

donate go to https://wvpfs.org/ 

Rotary Ride for Rescue 

The 10th annual Rotary ride for 

Rescue ended on June 12th.  This 

major fundraising event raises 

funds to support North Shore 

Rescue, Royal Canadian Marine 

Search and Rescue, and other 

Rotary humanitarian projects. 

This year they exceeded their goal 

and raised over $67,000. 

As with most fundraising events, 

this year was unique from 

previous years. Participants 

completed the ride up Cypress 

Mountain on their own time or 

they participated in a virtual ride 

from a stationary bike in the 

comfort of their own home. I 

thank all participants for their 

efforts – well done! For more 

information or to donate 

www.rotaryrideforrescue.org 

 

In the Community  

Groups in West and North 
Vancouver have been 
keeping busy 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOLkkEe5oIC0luzwbsxUXnA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOLkkEe5oIC0luzwbsxUXnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yWwbs0Cb10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yWwbs0Cb10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yWwbs0Cb10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YZlMoyzAa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YZlMoyzAa0
http://www.westvancouverstreamkeepers.ca/
https://wvpfs.org/
http://www.rotaryrideforrescue.org/


   
 

   
 

 

  

In the Community cont’d  
-  

Cypress Mountain Coaster 

Cypress Mountain has a new 

attraction coming this summer and 

I’m looking forward to welcoming 

locals and guests alike to enjoy the 

new ride! The Mountain Coaster 

will take off from the top of Eagle 

Express Quad Chair on Black 

Mountain and travel over 1,700 

metres with 279 meters of vertical 

drop. It will be a fun activity for 

people of all ages to enjoy 

throughout the summer months. 

With the opening in July I’m looking 

forward to a little fun on the hill! 

West Vancouver 

Foundation    

The West Vancouver Foundation 

has been making an impact since 

1979 and is considered one of the 

top 30 community foundations in 

Canada. The Foundation is a leader 

in community-based philanthropy, 

and works directly with families, 

individuals, and other charities to 

support the community. 

 Since April 2020 the Foundation 

has distributed over $750,000 to 

essential charities and initiatives 

through the North Shore COVID-19 

Response Fund, the GOC 

Emergency Community Support 

FUND, and generous community 

grants from WV fundholders.  

 

Through the North Shore Covid-19 

response 35 grants were provided for 

programs including:  meal programs for 

low-income and vulnerable seniors, 

crisis and counselling services, at risk 

youth outreach, and addiction recovery. 

Through their leadership, scholarship, 

community and micro grants, and more, 

the Foundation is working to sustain a 

healthy, vibrant West Vancouver, where 

everyone is valued, contributes, and 

feels they belong.  

June is ALS Awareness month 

Greg Gowe 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a 

terminal disease of progressive paralysis  

which reduces an individual’s ability to 

move, speak, and breathe. Greg Gowe 

from North Vancouver says “this disease 

can move with startling swiftness: four 

out of five people die within two to five 

years of their diagnosis, which gives the 

ALS community no choice but to 

measure time not by months or years, 

but by loss – loss of function and loss of 

life.” Greg is a passionate, committed 

advocate for more ALS research and for 

committed funding for Project Hope.  

 

 

 

 

West Vancouver Library 

Chromebooks are ideal in their 

simplicity for seniors who need an 

easy-to-use device, families who need 

an extra device for at-home schooling, 

people who are experiencing poverty, 

and those who need an extra device to 

work at home. Library cardholders can 

check out Chromebooks for a 12-week 

loan period and use the devices to 

connect with friends and family 

online, check email, browse the 

internet, attend a video job interview, 

access online classes and lots more. 

10-15% of the North Shore's 

population does not have home access 

to technology, and the COVID-19 

pandemic has reduced the ability of 

libraries to provide public access to 

technology. West Vancouver 

Memorial Library received a one-time 

technology grant from the Province of 

British Columbia to enhance digital 

services and technologies. After 

reviewing  community needs, the 

library moved forward with the 

purchase of 25 new Chromebooks 

available for lending.  The West 

Vancouver Library continues to serve 

an important role making our 

community more healthy, informed, 

and equitable. 

 

Please support your local restaurants! I recently 

visited Feast in Dundarave for a wonderful dinner on 

the patio. Their fried chicken is the best! 

2423 Marine Drive, West Vancouver 

https://www.feastdining.ca/ 

(604) 922-1155 

 

https://www.feastdining.ca/
tel:+1-604-922-1155


   
 

   
 

  
Recognition and Retirements 
Len Goerke – Retirement from WVPD 

We congratulated and said goodbye to Len 

Goerke on his retirement in February following 

six and a half years as West Vancouver Chief 

Constable in the West Vancouver Police 

Department. Len has worked tirelessly for his 

community; he dedicated his career to 

ensuring the well-being and safety of West 

Vancouver and beyond. Len’s passion and 

commitment to his work are enshrined in his 

approach to policing, and in the legacy he is 

leaving behind.  

His retirement was celebrated at the end of 

March, and we thank him for his service to the 

WVPD and the community, and wish him all 

the best in his next chapter. 

 

WVFR – Captain Wilkinson Retirement 

I’d like to acknowledge and thank Captain 

Wilkinson, who on April 24 retired from the West 

Vancouver Fire Rescue.  Captain Wilkinson was a 

founding member of the WV Honour Guard and has 

dedicated 30 years to serving the community.  

The WVFR has a proud history of serving the 

community, engaging in charity work and various 

fundraising efforts to help improve the lives of 

people in the community.  Most importantly he 

provided the residents of West Vancouver with the 

highest level of fire related emergency services to 

protect their life and property. 

West Vancouver is a member of the FireSmart 

Community program which is designed to 

encourage local, self-organized groups of 

neighbours to implement solutions for wildfire 

safety by engaging and supporting homeowners, 

community leaders and others in shared efforts to 

protect people and property from wildfire.  

Congratulations to Captain Wilkinson Thank you to all the volunteers and 

firefighters who work tirelessly to keep our community safe. 

 

Canada Day 

Canada Day marks the 

anniversary of Canadian 

Confederation that took 

place 154 years ago. 

As we honour this day, 

let’s reflect on what it 

means to each of us and 

what it means to be 

Canadian. 

We have so much as a 

nation to celebrate, but we 

also have much to reflect 

and work on. 

Now, more than ever, it is 

time to stand by each 

other as a nation. 

The mistreatment of 

Indigenous children is a 

shameful part of Canada’s 

history. 

I am profoundly 

saddenend by the 

discovery of 215 bodies of 

children found around the 

Kamloops Residential 

School. 

My thoughts are with all 

Indigenous communities 

across Canada. This 

discovery reflects a dark 

chapter in our country’s 

history. 

 

Karin 

Select Standing Committee on Children and 
Youth 

As the Official Opposition Critic for the 
Ministry of Children and Families and Child 
Care, I am a member of the Select Standing 
Committee on Children and Youth. I must 
say this is one of the most emotional parts of 
my role as MLA. We meet with the 
Representative for Children and Families to 
review reports and recommendations on 
issues related to youth in our Province. Most 
recently, we heard the story of Skye, a young 
Indigenous girl who moved foster homes 
multiple times between the ages of 12 and 
17 when she ended her life with an 
overdose. The report stressed the 
importance of community connection and 
highlights the systematic issues when 
government deals with Indigenous families 
and children in care. 
https://rcybc.ca/reports-and-
publications/skye/ 

 

 

Special Committee on the Reform of the Police 
Act 

I am also pleased to be participating as a 
member of the Special Committee on the 
Reform of the Police Act. The Committee is 
made up of MLAs across all parties. We have 
been actively engaged in hearing from groups 
and individuals with lived experience in and 
with policing. It has been enlightening to 
participate on this exceptionally important 
project. I would encourage you to look at the 
work of this Committee at 
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-
business/committees/41stParliament-
5thSession-rpa 

 

In the Legislature 

Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 

2021!  

You’ve endured a challenging year and have 

persevered. Congratulations on your 

achievements and well earned success.  

https://rcybc.ca/reports-and-publications/skye/
https://rcybc.ca/reports-and-publications/skye/
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/committees/41stParliament-5thSession-rpa
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/committees/41stParliament-5thSession-rpa
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/committees/41stParliament-5thSession-rpa


   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

BC RESTART PLAN 

This is an exciting time for the Province, when we will finally start seeing the transition to a 

full reopening. 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021PREM0041-001155 

 

     Get more information on the restart plan here.  

 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Cypress Mountain Coaster 

Opening July 12th - for 

information and tickets 

view here 
 

Capilano Suspension Bridge 

welcomes back Raptors 

Ridge Birds of Prey 

educational facility and 

Gandoll the Great Gray Owl 

- now open from 11:00am 

to 6:00pm - for more info 

click here 

 

Artisan Farmers Markets 
Located at the foot of 13th 
Street in Ambleside - for 
more information please 
visit their webite. 
 

Kay Meek Center is 
welcoming in person 
audiences click here for 
upcoming events. 

 

 

 

 

 Karin Kirkpatrick MLA   Issue 01  June 2021 

We are now in a phase 3 of the government’s vaccine rollout plan and a 78% of British 

Columbians have received their first does and 20% have received their second dose. With a 

ramp up of vaccine supply we are looking at a more people getting their second dose. 

Please ensure you are registered. More information on how to register is here 

 

   

 

                                                                              

THINGS TO KNOW 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021PREM0041-001155
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restart#step-two
https://cypressmountain.com/the-coaster
https://www.capbridge.com/blog/gandoll-the-great-gray-owl-lands-at-raptors-ridge-for-the-summer/
https://www.artisanmarkets.ca/our-markets/ambleside-market/
https://kaymeek.com/events
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/register#register

